The title compound was obtained from atwo-step reaction. Afree radical bromination was used to attach abromide at the a-H atom of phthalide, forming3-bromophthalide (see CIF for details). 3-Bromophthalide was reacted with benzylamine in the presence of base: To a100 mL round bottom flask with amagnetic stirbar, 3-bromophthalide (2.24 g, 10.5mmol)was dissolved in acetonitrile (20 mL). After stirring for 5min, diisopropylethylamine (3.16 mL, 17.5 mmol) and benzylamine (1.26 mL, 11.4 mmol) were added. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 4h.The solvent was thenremoved under conditions of reduced pressure. The crude residue was purified by silica gel chromatography, using hexane and ethylacetate gradient. The product portion was collected and evaporated under reduced pressure (55 %). Yellow crystals were obtained by recrystallization from methanol solution. 1 HNMR, 13 CNMR, IR and MS data are also available in the CIF.
Source of material
The title compound was obtained from atwo-step reaction. Afree radical bromination was used to attach abromide at the a-H atom of phthalide, forming3-bromophthalide (see CIF for details). 3-Bromophthalide was reacted with benzylamine in the presence of base: To a100 mL round bottom flask with amagnetic stirbar, 3-bromophthalide (2.24 g, 10.5mmol)was dissolved in acetonitrile (20 mL). After stirring for 5min, diisopropylethylamine (3.16 mL, 17.5 mmol) and benzylamine (1.26 mL, 11.4 mmol) were added. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 4h.The solvent was thenremoved under conditions of reduced pressure. The crude residue was purified by silica gel chromatography, using hexane and ethylacetate gradient. The product portion was collected and evaporated under reduced pressure (55 %). Yellow crystals were obtained by recrystallization from methanol solution.
1 HNMR, 13 CNMR, IR and MS data are also available in the CIF.
Discussion
The title compound is the resultofanunexpected ring-closing reaction, the analogous amide-aldehyde was the expected structure. The N1, C1®C8 atoms of the fused rings are essentially co-planar with the maximum deviation from their least-squares plane being 0.017(1) Å for the N1 atom; the carbonyl-O1 and benzyl-C9 atoms lying 0.020(1) Å and -0.204(1) Å out of this plane. The hydroxyl group lies to the opposites ide of the fused ring system to that occupied by the benzyl residue. The molecule is bent at the benzyl-C9 atom as manifested in the dihedral angle of 84.38(6)°be-tween the planes through the fused ring system and the phenyl ring. 
